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SUPERVISING ENGLISH IN THE UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL 

The faculty has adopted a program of co-operation in 
supervising English by which topical recitations, both oral 
and written, are prescribed for every class in which English is 
the medium of expression. Standards of form, as set forth in 
a Manual of Usage, include in written work legibility, correct 
spelling, accurate punctuation, and avoidance of error in 
grammar; in oral work the Manual of Usage requires reasonably 
sustained and dignified address, correct pronunciation — clean 
speech in general. Themes collected from all classes are 
examined by the committee and, before being returned to the 
pupils, are for a time placed on file in the faculty room. Oral 
work is supervised by exchange visits which makes it possible 
for every teacher in the school to visit one or more recitations 
of his colleagues each month. 

EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH IN HOME ECONOMICS 

The reconstruction of home economics courses in elemen- 
tary and secondary schools is the ultimate object of some 
research undertaken by a group of instructors in the Home Eco- 
nomics Departments of the University of Chicago and of Iowa 
State Agricultural College. These investigations have at- 
tempted to answer the following questions: (i) What is the 
present purpose of home economics teaching? This study is 
based on an analysis of the aims and intended outcomes of 
home economics instruction as stated in the courses of study, 
textbooks, and in other literature relating to the field. (2) 
What is the pupil studying? The answer to this question is 
based on an analysis of the content of the text and reference 
books used in 95 per cent of the school systems of the United 
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States which use textbooks, and on an analysis of the content 
of present courses of study in seventy typical school systems 
where no texts are used. (3) What can the home teach us? 
In this connection a survey of three different groups of house- 
wives is being made to determine the effects of home economics 
teaching upon actual home-making activities and the needs of 
the home which home economics instruction ought to meet. 
(4) How can we test the course of study and its results ? In 
this connection an attempt is being made to devise a practicable 
system of content and reasoning tests and of tests for measuring 
skill — for example, skill tests for machine sewing. 

Articles treating various phases of the investigation wil 
appear from time to time in the School Review, the Elemen- 
tary School Journal and the Journal of Home Economics. The 
final results of the investigation will be reported in a forth- 
coming number of the Supplementary Educational Monographs 
published in conjunction with the School Review and the 
Elementary School Journal. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF SELF-RATING BLANKS 

Dr. H. O. Rugg, of the School of Education, has completed 
the first two of a series of rating forms for judging students, 
teachers, prospective teachers, and administrative officers. 
The essential feature of the cards is that they are constructed 
in such a way as to enable an individual to rate himself and 
at the same time provide a definite method by which a teacher 
may rate a high-school student, or an administrator a teacher. 
The key of the scheme is "self-improvement through self- 
rating." One rates himself by answering definite questions 
concerning the extent to which he does or does not do certain 
things. The form for rating high-school students and teachers 
in service will be followed in the autumn by others for prospec- 
tive teachers in schools of education and normal schools and 
administrative officers. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF GROUP INTELLIGENCE TESTS 

During the war great impetus was given to the development 
of general mental ability or intelligence tests by their use in the 
examination of army recruits. A very efficient instrument for 
intelligence examinations exists in the Stanford revision of 
the Binet Scale, but for general application a test which can 
be given to entire groups simultaneously and scored rapidly 
is necessary. The army tests were designed for the adult 
level. Dr. F. N. Freeman and Dr. H. O. Rugg have been at 
work on a group test which is intended particularly for the 
junior and senior high-school students. Two parallel forms of 
the test of approximately equal difficulty are approaching final 
form. They are printed and ready for distribution at a moder- 
ate price, three cents each. This price includes instruction 
and scoring sheets and blank forms for the tabulation of 
results. 



